
Rodney Leland Smith
March 15, 1944 - May 10, 2026

Rodney Leland Smith, age 82, of Jackson, passed away on Sunday, May 10,
2026. He was born on March 15, 1944 in Jackson, Ohio to the late Russel and
Zona Smith. 

 

Rodney lived a life devoted to service, community, and helping others. A
lifelong supporter of Jackson County and its people, he dedicated countless
hours to civic involvement and public service. He was employed 47 faithful
years at Stockmeister's, he was a Chairman of the Jackson County
Democratic Party, was a past President of the Board of Elections, and was a
longtime member of the City of Jackson Planning Commission. Rodney
worked tirelessly to make Jackson County a better place for generations to
come. 

 

He was also a member of the Masonic Lodge and enjoyed fellowship through
the Huntington Beagle Club and the Coin Club. Rodney was especially proud
to be a founding member of both the Jackson Beagle Club and the Jackson
County Sportsman Committee. 

 

Rodney had a passion for politics and history and was honored to attend both
the presidential inaugurations of Bill Clinton and Barack Obama. He faithfully
cheered for the Cincinnati Bengals, the Cincinnati Reds, and the Ohio State
Buckeyes. 



Above all else, Rodney will be remembered for his generous heart and
willingness to help others. Through his numerous rental properties, he
provided affordable homes to many people in need. He never hesitated to
lend a helping hand, often giving rides to those who needed transportation to
work or assistance during difficult times. Rodney believed strongly in taking
care of others and quietly made a difference in countless lives throughout the
community. His legacy of compassion and service will continue to live on in
the community he loved so dearly. 

 

He is survived by his children, Randey L. (Kimberley) Smith, Shannan S.
Orender, and Andrea L. Davis (Ronald Duncan); his grandchildren, Tara
Fenwick, Nick Smith, Jaimi Orender (Bradley Wills), Devin Orender (Mariah
Stacey), Adrianna (Cain) Wolford, and Audrey (Blake) Tribby; great
grandchildren, Levi, Bradley, Audrey, Lydia, Piper and Anakin. He is also
survived by his siblings, Brenda Joyce Richards, Bernadine Conkle, Sidney
(Linda) Smith, Beverley Griffiths, Rick (Jan) Smith; as well as numerous
nieces and nephews. 

 

Besides his parents, Rodney was preceded in death by his wife, Pamela
Louise Hammond Smith, son-in-law, Johnny Orender Jr.; his siblings and in-
laws, Bodine (Gary) Rader, Berneta “Minnie” (Raymond “Shorty” Fout,
Richard (Brenda) Smith, Fred Richards, Larry Conkle, and Danny Griffiths. 

 

Funeral services will be held at 2pm on Friday, May 15, 2026 at the Mayhew-
Brown Funeral Home with Deacon Emeritus Janie Karl officiating and burial in
the Fairmount Cemetery to follow. The family will receive friends 3 hours prior
to the service from 11-2pm at the funeral home. Online condolences may be
sent to the family at www.mayhew-brownfuneralhome.com. The family would
like to thank the National Church Residences Hospice for their loving care. 



In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made out to the Jackson County
Dog Pound at 25 E South St, Jackon, OH 45640 or the Jackson County
Homelessness Committee at app.autobooks.co/pay/jackson-county-
homelessness-committee or paypal.com/donate/?
hosted_button_id=BQBB5VCU4UCV8



Cemetery Details

Fairmount Cemetery

12 Fairmount St.
JACKSON, OH 45640

Previous Events

Visitation

MAY 15. 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM (ET)

Mayhew-Brown Funeral Home
135 Broadway Street
Jackson, OH 45640
(740) 286-4161

Funeral Service

MAY 15. 2:00 PM (ET)

Mayhew-Brown Funeral Home
135 Broadway Street
Jackson, OH 45640
(740) 286-4161
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May 14 at 11:13 AM

Days of Sunshine Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Rodney Leland Smith.

May 14 at 10:01 AM

With Distinction was purchased for the family of
Rodney Leland Smith.

May 14 at 10:01 AM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Rodney Leland Smith.

Pete Semple - May 14 at 08:54 AM

So sorry to learn of Rodney's passing. I am glad I got to visit with
him at our 60th reunion. Pete Semple

https://www.mayhew-brownfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mayhew-brownfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mayhew-brownfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1467&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mayhew-brownfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1467&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Love, Jeanne, Nick and Amber Nicholson - May 12 at 05:06
PM

Love, Jeanne, Nick and Amber Nicholson
purchased the Enduring Grace for the family of
Rodney Leland Smith.

YOLANDA QUEEN - May 12 at 01:57 PM

Mom and I send our condolences. Mom is not able to get around, so
we will unfortunately miss the visitation. 
 
Prayers for you all during this time.

Robert S. Smith - May 12 at 12:22 PM

First Brenda and now Rodney, my cousins have passed. It seems
as if we were just in high school together. I wish I could have visited
with all of you more. Bob Smith '62

RS
Robert S. Smith - May 12 at 12:52 PM

Apparently, I was incorrect about Brenda's passing. That's a happy
mistake. Bob Smith

https://www.mayhew-brownfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mayhew-brownfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2987&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Conkles & Vantigers - May 12 at 12:03 PM

Conkles & Vantigers purchased the Strength & S
olace Spray for the family of Rodney Leland
Smith.

Susan S. - May 12 at 11:15 AM

Susan S. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Rodney Leland
Smith.

Vicki Kimble Southgate - May 12 at 11:14 AM

A great man. He worked with dad known as Kimble at
Stockmeisters.

Rose Lynn Motsch - May 12 at 10:50 AM

Rodney and I were classmates all through elementary school and
high school. So sorry to hear of his passing. Sending prayers and
condolences to his family. May he rest in peace. Rose Lynn Jarrell
Motsch, Jackson High 1962,

RG

Ruchard Grow - May 12 at 01:57 PM

From first grade thru high school with Rodney then entered the army
together. He sure added a great deal to the Jackson community over
the years

https://www.mayhew-brownfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mayhew-brownfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.mayhew-brownfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Joseph Carr - May 13 at 10:08 PM

Rodney once gave me a ride on his new motorcycle, probably about
'63 or '64?. It was a real experience, never cared to do it again!! Good
memories. May he rest in peace. Joe Carr

SW

Sylvia Brown Walters - May 15 at 12:10 PM

Bernadine and family, I am sorry to learn that Rodney passed away. My
mother, Pauline Brown Vorys, always so enjoyed visiting with him when
he would a make service at her home. Thanks for sharing your brother
with Jackson.

RB
Robert S Bauguess - May 15 at 05:31 PM

Sorry to here of Rodney's passing lwas in the hospital when he
passed. Bob Bauguess Southern Ohio Beagle Club.


